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Introduction 
 

Application     Item 1 
 

In addition to any other applicable tariff, the prices, charges and rules of this Tariff apply, as amended from time to time.  In the event of 

conflict between CP Tariff 6 and AAR Tariff RIC 6007, CP Tariff 6 will prevail.  Prices in this Tariff apply as published at the time the 

service was rendered, in the currency of the country in which the service occurs, unless otherwise specified.  For notifications of 

updates to this Tariff, subscribe using CP Customer Station. 

 

 

Definitions     Item 2 

 

CPRS 4000 CP public freight tariff governing movement of revenue empty railcars 

linehaul movement on CP a revenue shipment for CP, with CP appearing in the route [e.g. CPRS-CHGO-XX]; ‘revenue’ 
refers to freight charges and does not include switching or accessorial amounts 

mileage equalization a program to compensate rail carriers for non-revenue car miles that exceed revenue miles 

non-revenue empty railcars private empty movements (i) immediately subsequent to linehaul movement on CP, and (ii) billed 
within 180 days of the waybill date of the prior linehaul movement; not subject to freight charges 

OT-57 AAR operating-transportation circular regarding industry registration for private railcars 
https://public.railinc.com/resources/aar-circulars 

private containers containers not owned by CP and not managed under the EMP domestic container program 

private equipment private railcars and/or private containers 

private railcars railcars not owned or supplied by a railway 

revenue empty railcars private empty movements other than non-revenue; subject to freight charges 

revenue miles the CP miles covered by a linehaul movement on CP 

RIC 6007 AAR tariff that relates to US mileage equalization 
https://public.railinc.com/resources/national-tariffs 

transborder movement movement with portions of the route in both the United States and Canada 

UMLER AAR database of North American transportation equipment 
https://public.railinc.com/products-services/umler-system 

 

  

https://www.cpr.ca/en/customer-resources/customer-station
https://public.railinc.com/resources/aar-circulars
https://public.railinc.com/resources/national-tariffs
https://public.railinc.com/products-services/umler-system
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Movement of empty private railcars     Item 25 
 

Private empty railcar movements on CP that are (i) immediately subsequent to a CP linehaul movement, and (ii) billed within 180 days 

of the waybill date of the preceding CP linehaul movement, are considered non-revenue and not subject to freight charges.  All other 

private empty railcars moving on CP are considered revenue movements and are subject to freight charges.  The below tables describe 

how private empty railcar movements are managed on CP and designate the parties responsible for payment of applicable charges. 

 

Table A: Empty1 railcar movements in CANADA or TRANSBORDER applicable to all private railcars 

Movement Revenue Status 2 Responsible Parties 3 

car moving on CP for the first time, or more 
than 180 days after prior CP linehaul 

revenue movement subject to CPRS 4000 or 
other applicable agreement 

payer of freight 
 

shipper 
 

consignee 

re-stenciled car, car not listed in UMLER, or car 
moving to be scrapped or dismantled 

revenue movement subject to CPRS 4000 or 
other applicable agreement if the preceding 
movement was non-revenue 

car moving to/from a repair facility or storage 

the preceding movement was non-revenue 

all other private empty railcar movements 
non-revenue movement, subject to mileage 
equalization per Item 30 

 

Table B: Empty1 railcar movements in the UNITED STATES applicable to private tankcars only 

Movement Revenue Status 2 Responsible Parties 3 

new tankcar moving prior to first loaded 
movement in commercial service, or more than 
180 days after prior CP linehaul 

revenue movement subject to CPRS 4000 or 
other applicable agreement 

payer of freight 
 

railcar owner 

re-stenciled car, car not listed in UMLER, or car 
moving to be scrapped or dismantled 

revenue movement subject to CPRS 4000 or 
other applicable agreement if the preceding 
movement was non-revenue 

car moving to/from storage, or to/from a facility 
for cleaning, (re)lining, maintenance, 
modification or repair 

all other private empty tankcar movements 
non-revenue movement, subject to mileage 
equalization per Item 30 

 

Table C: Empty1 railcar movements in the UNITED STATES applicable to private cars other than tankcars 

Movement Revenue Status 2 Responsible Parties 3 

new car moving prior to first loaded movement 
in commercial service, or more than 180 days 
after prior CP linehaul 

revenue movement subject to CPRS 4000 or 
other applicable agreement 

payer of freight 
 

railcar owner 

re-stenciled car, car not listed in UMLER, or car 
moving to be scrapped or dismantled 

revenue movement subject to CPRS 4000 or 
other applicable agreement if the preceding 
movement was non-revenue 

car moving to/from a facility for cleaning, 
(re)lining, maintenance, modification or repair 

car moving to/from storage facilities 

all other private empty railcar movements 
non-revenue movement, not subject to 
mileage equalization 

 
1. For a railcar to qualify as ‘empty’ for shipping purposes, the weight of any lading, including residue or debris, must not exceed 2,500 lbs. 

2. If there is a discrepancy between the bill of lading and CP’s movement records, the latter shall prevail in determining the revenue status of a shipment. 

3. Responsible parties may be jointly and severally liable.  
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Railcar mileage equalization     Item 30 

 

Empty non-revenue private railcars return to the last rail origin by default.  When such railcars are redirected to a different location 

(such as a maintenance facility or an alternate loading point), an imbalance between revenue miles and non-revenue miles can 

develop.  Mileage equalization is a program to compensate rail carriers for non-revenue car miles that exceed revenue miles.  The 

Canadian and US mileage equalization programs are summarized below.  Item 25 governs which movements on CP are subject to a 

mileage equalization program. 

 

 

Canadian mileage equalization program 1,2,3 
 

The Canadian mileage equalization program applies to non-revenue empty miles on private tankcars and covered hoppers that move in 

Canada, for all or part of their movement.  The exception to this is ‘bridge traffic’ which originates and terminates in the United States, 

only passing through Canada for routing purposes, and is subject to the US mileage equalization program. 

 

To calculate mileage equalization, all revenue and non-revenue miles are compiled by car type and car owner at year end (Dec 31).  

When non-revenue miles exceed 106% of revenue miles, each mile in excess of 106% is subject to a charge of $1.10 per mile, 

without minimum, which is assessed to the car owner.  Any disputes must be made in accordance with CP Tariff 1 Item 141. 

 
1. When a car changes ownership, mileage calculations before and after the ownership change are made separately for each owner, unless otherwise agreed with CP. 

2. CP will only recognize the ownership of a car as indicated by the reporting marks painted or stenciled on the car body; cards, placards, boards, etc. are not recognized. 

3. Mileage is calculated between CP origin and CP destination stations.  For multi-carrier shipments, mileage is calculated between CP origin/destination and interchange. 

 

 

United States mileage equalization program 4,5,6,7 
 

The structure of the US mileage equalization program is set out in RIC 6007 and only applies to tankcar movements.  The program 

applies to movements from US origins to US destinations, including ‘bridge traffic’ passing through Canada for routing purposes. 

 

The US mileage equalization program is administered by the Association of American Railroads (AAR).  CP reports loaded and empty 

tankcar mileage to the AAR by reporting mark.  The AAR aggregates the data received from all carriers by mark or group of marks 

assigned to a car owner.  If the annual aggregate empty mileage for a car owner is more than 106% of the aggregate loaded mileage, 

each mile in excess of 106% is invoiced at the rate specified in RIC 6007. 

 
4. For tankcars, RIC 6007 applies to the US portion of transborder movements.  The Canadian portion of the movement is subject to the Canadian mileage equalization 

program, except that empty tankcar movements under RIC 6007 will be subject to mileage equalization for the entirety of the empty movement.  

5. For non-tankcars, RIC 6007 applies to all miles on transborder and bridge traffic through Canada, and to miles in the US for bridge traffic through the US. 

6. For transborder movements, due to differences in the US and Canadian programs, the US portion movement may be classified as non-revenue while the Canadian 

portion of the same movement may be classified as revenue (i.e. subject to freight charges). 

7. Claims for adjustment of mileage equalization fees, whether considered the error of the reporting railroad of that of another railroad, must be made within 180 days of 

the last day of the month in which the error is thought to have occurred and will be addressed as outlined in RIC 6007 Item 182.  
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Private equipment terms     Item 20 
 

At all times when private equipment owned, leased or provided by, or on behalf of, Shipper are used on CP, Shipper shall be 

responsible for ensuring that the private equipment: 

 

 is free from mechanical defects and failures; 

 contains no prohibited or obsolete parts; 

 complies with all applicable tariffs; 

 complies with all applicable industry, federal, provincial, state and local laws, regulations, rules, permits, standards, licenses and 

decisions including without limitation those issued, decided, or established by the Association of American Railroads (AAR), 

Railway Association of Canada (RAC), Transport Canada, the U.S. Department of Transportation, the Federal Railroad 

Administration (FRA), the International Organization for Standardization (ISO); and 

 is otherwise in suitable condition for the safe rail transportation of Commodities. 

 

Prior to movement on CP, private railcars must be registered under OT-57.  CP shall not be required to accept private railcars that do 

not have OT-57 registration, or charges under CP Tariff 2 Item 8 will apply. 

 

CP shall not be liable to Shipper, and Shipper shall fully indemnify, defend and hold harmless CP, for all losses, damage, injury, death 

or any other liability including loss of or damage to property, injury to or death of persons, or adverse effect on wildlife or the 

environment (including without limitation attorney's fees and other reasonable costs of litigation, and including fines, penalties, and 

environmental response costs), arising from or due to any defects in, or failure of, private equipment, any negligent act or omission or 

willful misconduct of Shipper, any failure by Shipper (or its agents or contractors) to comply with the applicable policies, procedures and 

requirements with respect to the movement of commodities, improper loading practices, failure to properly close, secure and tender 

loaded or empty equipment, the presence of any trace chemicals or contaminants in the commodities which are not described in the 

commodities' proper shipping name, as provided in the Dangerous Goods Laws (as defined in CP's Tariff 8), or from Shipper’s failure to 

comply with the terms and conditions of CP’s Tariffs. 

 

In addition to any other applicable freight charges, Shipper shall be solely responsible for any and all costs associated with the 

movement of Private Equipment, including, but not limited to, lease costs, car hire charges, and mileage compensation charges [see 

Item 30].  At CP’s option, Shipper shall either (i) release, defend, indemnify and hold CP harmless from claims for such costs including 

reasonable attorney’s fees and costs of litigation, or (ii) reimburse CP for excess car hire or mileage compensation paid by CP to such 

Party within thirty (30) days of notice by CP. 

 

Information and requirements specific to private equipment carrying Hazardous Commodities is contained within CP Tariff 8. 

 

Claims for damage to containers are governed by CP Tariff 1 Item 200 Section 14. 
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Summary of updates 
 

Item Title Effective Update Description 

0 
Tariff 6 - Private 
Equipment 

2023-01-01 Renewal 
Tariff 6 reissued for 2023 in a format without a defined 
expiry date.  Subsequent tariff revisions will cancel and 
supersede previous revisions. 

 


